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The Mon mutineers, who burnt Rangoon, destroyed also a
number of ships that were being built on the stocks. The chief
shipwrights were French, who had obtained royal permission
to establish a shipyard there in 1768, five years after the close of
the Seven Years' War. They had built some fine ships there,
including one of 1500 tons, the Lauriston, which mounted fifty
guns. The Mons made no attempt to molest them, but when the
Burmese retook the place, they massacred the inhabitants. The
wives of the Frenchmen were forced to stand by while their
husbands, bound hand and foot, were thrown into the river.
Then they themselves were sold by their captors. One was a
grand-daughter of Constant Phaulkon. One Frenchman of
great strength broke his bonds and swam ashore. His feat so
impressed die Burmese that they let him go free.
The wars with Siam stopped temporarily during the reign
of Singu, Hsinbyushin's eldest son, who reigned from 1776 to
1782. He was inefficient as a ruler, and spent his time making
pilgrimages to pagodas. The common people were glad of the
respite from war, but the ministers had no respect for such a
king, and in 1782 a palace intrigue led to his murder. The only
fighting during his reign was in Manipur, where the deposed
raja made two abortive attempts to regain his throne. But the
country was so thoroughly devastated that it was useless to the
Burmese.
Bodawpaya, the eldest surviving son of Alaungpaya, who
seized the throne in 11782, made a clean sweep of all possible
rivals in the royal famiy. Cruelty so horrible cannot be justified,
and those who attempt to do so on the ground of necessity
close their eyes to the fact that his victims included many
women and small children. But, though unjustifiable, the
traditional massacre of Royal Kinsmen is understandable.
Chaos and civil war threatened the state, and any surviving
claimant might turn minlaung. No sooner was Bodawpaya
seated on the throne than a faction, led by a brother who had
escaped execution, and Maha Thihathura, one of Hsinbyushin's
most distinguished commanders, plotted to overthrow him.
When the plot was discovered, they, with every member of
their families and all their servants, were put to death. Shortly
afterwards still another aspirant to the throne entered the